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User modeling for information retrieval has mostly been studied to improve the 
effectiveness of information access in centralized repositories. In this paper we explore 
user modeling in the context of full-text federated search in peer-to-peer networks. Our 
approach models a user's persistent, long-term interests based on past queries, and uses 
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use of interface features by students, and the issues of representation and retrieval 
obstacles are examined. A mechanism for evaluating user f s search terms and questions is 
explained. Findings of a current case study indicate that student's interaction with the 
system varied between individual classes and between different achievement levels. Terms 
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We describe a parser for robust and flexible interpretation of user utterances in a multi- 
modal system for web search in newspaper databases. Users can speak or type, and they 
can navigate and follow links using mouse clicks. Spoken or written queries may combine 
search expressions with browser commands and search space restrictions. In interpreting 
input queries, the system has to be fault-tolerant to account for spontanous speech 
phenomena as well as typing or speech recognition errors which o ... 
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In this paper we investigate the effectiveness of a document-independent technique for 
eliciting feedback from users about their information problems. We propose that such a 
technique can be used to elicit terms from users for use in query expansion and as a 
follow-up when ambiguous queries are initially posed by users. We design a feedback form 
to obtain additional information from users, administer the form to users after initial 
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During the past few years, considerable attention has been focused on the hardware 
aspects of both large and small associative memories and associative memory processors 
(AMP). 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 Additionally, very small associative memories have been 
included in computer systems for specific functions. 11,12 Several investigators 13,14,15 
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New acquisition and modeling tools make it easier to create 3D models, and affordable and 
powerful graphics hardware makes it easier to use them. As a result, the number of 3D 
models available on the web is increasing rapidly. However, it is still not as easy to find 3D 
models as it is to find, for example, text documents and images. What is needed is a \3D 
model search engine," a specialized search engine that targets 3D models. We created a 
prototype 3D model search engine to investigate the d ... 
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